Ja_'iv,

. the clear weather and carefulobserva-_
. . tion, he did not perceive any women:
' and children, I

g
In these circumstances, the .comy::

' mander of the submarine was' con=i.
. ARABI A I NG vinced that in the case .of this‘'steam-.:
| ~ er he was concerned with a transport ..

ship for troops in the service ofthe %
British Government, which is.tobs. "
considered as an auxiliary- warship;¥:
according to international law, and can..:
therefore. be treated ldKke a ,warship.. .
He accordingly considered -himseifi.
justified in attacking the:; steamep s
ngoultddellfl}'. and sank dt.égm»:-r:s:-.‘:;-"';:f-'{?':?.‘":."
. . ou the American. .Governthent s
out InVestlgatlon. ' give the official data showing:that’

Note from Berlin Shows Sub-
= marine Sank Liner With-

. the Arabia was at_the -time 0of . thé. "
. torpedoing an ordinaly. ..passenger. "
THO A ORT | Stea;ger, t.hehzu::timtzJ of-.'.-%xeji;.;:qmmque:_;;g};

wou not have been:.in.accordance:.:
| UGHT HER TRANSPOR with the instructions given him,: sSince ::
these instructious are mow, as-before,::.
in aéreement with the assurances.-of..

, . ) t1e German note of May, 1916.5.This":
: Washington Officials Silent, .ut . would}\m.}n be o case u?f %_ regpettéme-ﬁ;n
mistake, from which the German Goy=i-

German Explanation Is Not ernment would promptly draw the ap=::
propriate consequences. BERPREES

d’'Affaires to bring the above to./thai:
- knowledge of the American.: Govern=::;
] - ment and avails himself. U e R
Specrial to The Xew York Times. (Signed) ZIMMERMANN.:

I
i Viewed Favorably. The undersigned requests the Chargé.,
i

Caatious in the Neoxt S'tg_:['i;-,i:f_f_‘.:ﬁ‘_-_ L

WASHINGTON, Dec. 7.~The German It may be said that the United:States-
Government’s explanation of the sink- does not regard the circumstances which’
ing of the British Liner Arabia by a ;-Bgﬁ f?gtriran flote sir;fﬁgegs a&?e'*spowt%g;
German submarine in the Mediterranean ! without warning or as relieﬁng:me'lj'subﬁf‘
on Nov, 8 was received by Secretary marine commander of the responsibility-
Lansing today in a communication from %%eesgglslggégg Offhe Cg%é‘-lslg gg %§£$°f§
the American Embassy at Berlin. considered of little importance, but.will}
It took the form of a note which was beI investi%ateti. teq h ité,tl“ lq;:
Ameri t may be stateq autnhor vely. that-

hlz:.nded t?' JO,S eph C. Grew, tge berlc:.ln no immediate action will be taken, ‘ag:
chargé d'Affaires, on Monday, by - another step is regarded as too serious.
fred Zimmermann, the newly appointed lt:(i be ta.k(a'l 1;v:tht:aut: %ozglhpletgh l_fa.ciis;&‘--.;l_t;
. . . i nges entirely on whether the. pledges:

German Foreign Minister, who explains g:iven in the Sussex case were -brokeny
that the Arabia . was sunk because the The note in the. Arabia case is-not re~'
submarine cdmmander was convinced by | garded in official quarters as. mg}f}.}zg;

out a strong case for Germany. . T

the attendant circumstances that he was | R
dealing with a transport ship for troops e
in the service of the British Govern-
ment. 'The commander considered him- |
self ** justified in attacking the steamer .
without delay and sank it.” There was
one American on board, according to-
reports reaching Washington, and he
was saved.
. After setting forth the German Gov-
“ernment's version of the destruction of
the Arabia, the note states that if the
American Government should give of-
ficial data showing that the Arabia was
at the time of the torpedoing an or-
dinary passenger steamer, the action of
the commander would have been con-
trary to instructions. Herr Zimmer-
mann states that ‘° these instructions
are now, as before, in agreement with
the assurances of the German note of
May, 1916."" This is the German note
in the Sussex case in which pledges
and guarantees were given which Pres-
jdent Wilson accepted as satisfactory
it lived up to scrupulously.
. If the American Government can pre-
sent evidence to show that the Arabia
was an ordinary passenger steamer and
not being used as a transport at the
time she was attacked, Germany, ac-
cording to Herr Zimmermann’'s note, will
regard the case as one of a ‘‘regret-
table mistake from which the German
Government would promptly draw the
appropriate consequences.”” This is in-
terpreted as meaning that if the Ger-
man Government is convinced that the
Arabia was an ordinary merchant
steamer, and a mistake was made, that
it will give reparation to the United
States Government. .

Secretary Lansing made public the
Zimmermann note without any com-
ment. The explanation in the Arabla
case is the same, in effect, as that given
in the case of the steamship Ma.rina..‘
What action the State Department|
will take is problematical. Should it
be shown that the Arabia was a trans-
port, this Government probably would
admit the sinking was justified. If,
however, it should be shown that the
submarine commander was mistaken in
holding her to be a transport, a most
serious situation would confront the
State Department. At the time the
Sussex was sunk, Germany was told
that this count could not tolerate
“ regrettable mistakes.”’

The text of the German Government’s
'note regarding the sinking of the Ara-
. bia follows:

| Foreign Offics,
| ) Berhin, Dec, 4, 1916.7
The undersigned has the honor to
inform Mr. Grew, Chargé d'Affaires
- of the United States of America, in
' reply to the note of the 21st ultimo,
| Foreign Office, No. 14,401, that the
' investigation conducted by the Ger-
man Government concerning the sink-
ing of the British steamer Arabla has
led to the following results:

On the morning of Nov. 6 a German
submarine encountered a large steam- -
er coming from the Cerigo Straits, 100
nautical rmiles west of the Island of
Cerigo: the steamer was painted black |
and had black superstructures, and
not, as is otherwise the case with the !
P. & O. Line superstructures, a light
color; the steamer, which was iden-
tical with the A_raf)ia., was not trav-
eling on the route regularly used by
the passenger steamers between Port
Said and Malta, as is made plain on
‘he inclosed map, but was taking a
zigzag course toward the west, 120
nautical miles north of that route;
this course, on which the submarine
had passed three similar steamers at
the same spot on the same morning,
leads from the Aegean to Malta, so
that the Arabia was moving on the
transport route Cerigo-Malta, used
solely for war purposes, according to
the experiences until now. The com-
mander of the submarine further ascer-
tained that there were large batches
of Chinese and other colored persons
in their national costumes on board
the steamer: he considered them to be
worlkmen soldiers, such as are used in
| ocreat numbers behind the front by
the enemies of Germany; in spite of
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